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   Understanding… 
   Finding… & 
   Using…. 
 

Primary Sources in the  

                Jernigan Library 

 



 Definitions & Examples 
(for students) 
 Collection variety & 
depth (for faculty) 



Finding...…… 

 Quick search with on-line resources 

 Traditional search with written     

    guides and inventories 
 



Primary Sources in the  
South Texas Archives  
& Jernigan Library 
may have special restrictions and 
requirements for handling, 
reproducing, or even viewing. 
 

Using... 



What are Primary 
Sources?  

“In general, primary 
sources contain original 
information that has not 
been interpreted or 
mediated by 
others.  Primary sources 
document an issue, event 
or time period from the 
standpoint of a 
participant or direct 
observer, as opposed to a 
scholar or commentator 
writing about the issue or 
event.  

These materials have 
been created during the 
event, or they were 
created at a later date 
by participants or eye-
witnesses. Depending 
on your topic or field of 
study, primary sources 
may also include other 
works that were 
produced during the 
time period.” 



Examples of  

primary sources include:  
Maps 

Raw data 

Memoirs 

Letters 

Original Documents 

Music 

Journal articles 

Magazine & Newspaper 
Articles 

What are 
Primary Sources? 

Continued...… 

Source: University of Texas at Austin Website 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/students/find/findprimary.html 



What are Secondary 
Sources? 
 

 

“Secondary sources interpret, 
analyze or summarize. 
Commentary upon, or analysis of, 
events, ideas, or primary sources. 
Because they are often written 
significantly after events by 
parties not directly involved but 
who have special expertise, they 
may provide historical context or 
critical perspectives.” 



Source: University of Washington Literacy Learning 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/uwill/research101/basic03.htm 

 

Examples of Secondary Sources Are: 
  

  Bibliographies 
  Biographies 
  Commentaries & Criticisms 
  Dictionaries & Encyclopedias 
  Journal Articles 
  Magazine s 
  Newspaper  Articles  
  Websites  

Continued... 



What are Tertiary 
Sources? 

 

 

 

“Tertiary sources consist of information which is 
a distillation and collection of primary and 
secondary sources.” 

 
In some contexts typical instances 
of tertiary sources are 
bibliographies, library catalogs, 
directories, reading lists and survey 
articles. Encyclopedias and 
textbooks are examples of written 
materials that typically embrace 
both secondary and tertiary 
sources, presenting on the one 
hand commentary and analysis. 

Source: University of Maryland Libraries 
http://www.lib.umd.edu/guides/primary-sources.html 



“You may have noticed that some things are 
on both the lists of primary and secondary 

sources. This isn't a mistake. The difference 
between a primary and secondary source is 

often determined by how they were originally 
created and how you use them.” 

 
Source: Library and Archives Canada/ Bibliothèque et Archives Canada 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/education/008-3010-e.html#c  
 



 

Put it in Context 
 

 Ask the 5 W’s –  
            Who, What, When, Where, & Why 
 
 What is the “Creator’s” point-of-view? 

 
 What is the argument/reasoning?  
 
 

Source:  The Wisconsin Historical Society  
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/pdfs/workshophandbook.pdf 

How do you interpret & analyze a 
source?  



 

Is this a Primary Source? 
It depends...… 

 Journal articles, magazines, newspaper 
articles, and websites MAY BE Primary or 
Secondary 

Bibliographies, dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
and textbooks MAY BE Secondary or 
Tertiary. 

 

 



Should I use this Source? 
 

What are the main point(s) and the 
underlying assumptions? 

What are the inferences used to bolster the 
argument? 

Are they strong or weak?  

 

 



File Maker Pro Database 
Finders Guides 

Oasis 
Electronic Resources 

STA Website 



   Finding...… File Maker Pro 





On-Line Resources    Finding...… 



 
STA Website 

 
  

   Finding...… 

http://archives.tamuk.edu/  



Who is responsible for the site? 
What is the purpose of the site? 
Have the primary sources been altered    

    in any way?   
Are the creators of the site trying to 
persuade you to a particular viewpoint? 

 

What to look for in a 
website...… 

 



“In general, look for websites with a non-
biased, balanced approach to presenting 
sources. Websites produced by educational 
or governmental institution often are more 
reliable than personal websites, but 
government [& education] sites may be 
subject to propaganda.” 
Websites don’t always agree 
 

Source: Reference and User Services Association 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/history/resources/pubs/usingprimarysources/index.cfm 

What to look for in a 
website...… 

 



On-line data bases may include restrictions 
Documents, photos, or other ephemera may have 
restrictions placed on their use by the donor. 
Materials cannot be checked out & stacks are closed 
Handling and copying may be restricted.   

Special restrictions and requirements:  



1. All patrons must register when entering the reading room area. 
 
2. Hands must be washed before touching any materials. 
 
3. Briefcases, notebooks, binders, coats, bags, purses, or other 
personal property are not permitted in the research room and 
should be stored in lockers provided. 
 
4. All materials are housed in closed stacks and cannot leave the 
Archives. 
 
5. ONLY pencils may be used. Pens of any kind are prohibited. 
Laptops are allowed. 



6. Tobacco, food, gum and beverages are NOT permitted. 
 
7. Materials must be handled with care and must not be written 
on, altered, leaned on, folded anew, traced or weighted. Gloves 
will be issued to patrons handling very fragile material. 
 

8. Patrons may order photocopies of some materials, however, all 
orders will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Only staff 
members may photocopy the materials. 
 

9. Research assistance is readily available from the Archivist. 
Researchers are encouraged to consult the archivist as needed. 

 


